Statement by Jacqueline Randall on behalf of Canada
Second Regional Platform of Disaster Risk Reduction

Mr. Chair, on behalf of the Government of Canada, I would like to extend my thanks to the UN ISDR for convening this important Platform. 

Over the past year, we have witnessed a number of significant natural disasters throughout the Americas and the world: powerful hurricanes and tropical storms, which brought widespread damage and destruction throughout Central America and the Caribbean, overwhelming flooding across many of the countries in our region, and of course the devastating earthquakes which struck Haiti and Chile. Combined, natural disasters in our region since the beginning of 2010 have claimed the lives of over 225,000 people, affected close to 12 million people, and caused an estimated $55.3 billion worth of damage.   In Canada, we have dealt with significant floods in the Provinces of Manitoba, Quebec and New Brunswick.  These events demonstrate that we live in a complex and dynamic hazard environment, and that when disasters occur, their impacts spread rapidly to affect a large number of individuals.  As such, we must work collaboratively to reduce disaster risks and vulnerabilities to all-hazards, be they natural or non-natural.
Mr. Chair, there is growing recognition that disaster risk reduction is becoming increasingly critical with climate change expected to increase the frequency and intensity of  extreme climatic events, widespread urbanization concentrating more people in vulnerable areas, unsustainable land-use planning, and the increased interdependency of critical infrastructure. 

The Second Session of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and the upcoming Global Platform meeting represents an opportunity for us to collectively assess our progress made in advancing our shared commitments under the Hyogo Framework for Action to reduce our collective risk and vulnerability to disaster events. These forums also provide an opportunity to share our experiences and lessons learned, examine those areas that require further enhancement, and assess how to best address current and future challenges.

In keeping with our collective commitments in the Hyogo Framework for Action, Canada continues to invest in disaster risk reduction initiatives at home and abroad. In the aftermath of a disaster overseas, Canada is committed to providing timely, effective, needs‑based and appropriate humanitarian assistance in support of crisis‑affected populations. Canada has also developed a range of tools to more effectively prepare for and respond to rapid onset disasters, including:

· Maintaining a stockpile of relief items to meet the needs of up to 25,000 people; 

· Supporting the deployment of Canadian humanitarian experts to disaster settings;

· Working with the Canadian Red Cross to establish rapidly deployable field hospital; and
· Funding flexible pooled fund mechanisms, such as the United Nations Central Emergency Fund to provide immediate support to disaster-affected communities;
Canada strongly advocates for the integration of risk considerations into long-term- sustainable development and poverty reduction strategies. The Canadian International Development Agency promote and support initiatives to reduce disaster risk within existing multilateral and regional institutions such as:
· Managing a Caribbean Disaster Risk Management Program to strengthen regional, national and community level capacity for the mitigation, management, and coordinated response to natural hazards; and.
· Contributing toward the capitalization of the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility, established to reduce financial vulnerability of participating countries to catastrophic natural disasters, by providing access to insurance. 
Through these initiatives,  Canada is contributing to a faster, more effective emergency response system, and continues invest in bolstering and promoting existing international, regional, national and community efforts to prepare for and respond to hazards. 
On a national scale, in 2009, at the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction Meeting, the Government of Canada committed to establishing a National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction to ensure we are able to have the benefit of a wide range of perspectives as we move ahead on collaborative efforts to make disaster risk reduction a way of life.  I am pleased to inform you that Canada’s Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction was officially launched at its first Roundtable event held in October 2010.  This Roundtable brought together over 70 stakeholders from across the private sector, academia, all levels of government, Aboriginal communities, non-governmental organizations and individual citizens to build coordinated leadership and dialogue through a shared interest in reducing the risks posed by disasters to achieve a safer and more resilient Canada.  Canada’s Platform objectives are to:  1) work in an integrated manner to reduce the risk, vulnerability and impacts of natural and non-natural disasters to Canadians; 2) provide a coordinated mechanism for cooperation and information sharing between sectors and existing networks; and 3) to support stakeholders with relevant policy, program and research information at the local, regional and national levels.  Since 2009, we have engaged stakeholders on how best to structure our Platform to ensure that it is inclusive and sustainable.  Based on these discussions, Canada’s Platform consists of four components:  An Advisory Committee, made up of 10 representatives from the different sectors; general membership, everyone is encouraged to participate; working groups – to date two working groups have been formed: one on resilient communities and one on science and technology; and finally, a secretariat to support the work of the Platform.  All four components of the Platform are brought together annually at a National Roundtable event.  The 2011 National Roundtable for Canada’s Platform will be taking place in October in Ottawa, Ontario.
All-levels of government across Canada have shown an increasing interest in disaster risk reduction. Many municipal and community organizations are working to build community-based disaster resilience, specific to their own local hazards, vulnerabilities and capacities. Through Canada’s Platform, municipalities and communities are better able to align their efforts with the Hyogo Framework for Action and other UN/ISDR initiatives, like the “Making Cities Resilient – My City is Getting Ready” campaign.  
In Canada, we have seen the tangible benefits of effectively integrating disaster risk 
reduction considerations into community development practices through the exemplary 
work of communities like the District of North Vancouver, located in the Province of 
British Columbia. For example, the District of North Vancouver has established a

community-based task force to develop risk tolerance criteria for natural hazards and community development and engages with academic institutions in the collection and dissemination of disaster risk reduction research and best practices. These beacons of good practice serve as both resources and reminders of the importance of community-level knowledge and capabilities.  In light of the excellent work and progress that has been made under the UN’s “Making Cities Resilient” Campaign, Canada is supportive of seeing the campaign extended for another year to continue encouraging communities to get on board and become engaged.  
Over the past year, Canada has also been engaged in a number of initiatives to strengthen our own disaster risk reduction measures.  In Canada, the responsibility for emergency management is shared among all levels of government.  An Emergency Management Framework for Canada, published in 2007, sets out a common federal/provincial/territorial approach to emergency management in Canada and describes the emergency management components and principles that underscore and support Canada’s policies, programs, procedures, guidelines and activities.  This past year, the Government of Canada worked with our Provincial and Territorial counterparts to revise the Framework to ensure that the document remains relevant and accurate in the dynamic and evolving field of emergency management.  Our own domestic experiences have demonstrated the value of collaborative efforts to reduce disaster risks and build a resilient society and Canada plans to continue to expand our participatory approach to advancing these issues. 
Mr Chair, as Canada continues to make progress in meeting our Hyogo commitments, we are seeing the benefits of adopting an inclusive and participatory approach to advancing disaster risk reduction through initiatives like our National Platform. Canada is committed to working with both domestic and international stakeholders to increase the safety, security and resilience of Canadians and our international partners. 
Thank you.
